Interactive Read Aloud 

3rd Nine Weeks  -  1st Row 

5-1.9  Understand the characteristics of poetry (including stanza, rhyme scheme, repetition, and refrain).
5-1.5  Interpret the effect of the author’s craft (for example, tone, figurative language, dialogue, and imagery) on the meaning of literary text.
SS

5-4.1 Summarize changes in daily life in the boom period of the 1920s, including the improved standard of living; the popularity of new technology such as automobiles, airplanes, radio, and movies; the Harlem Renaissance and the Great Migration; Prohibition; and racial and ethnic conflict. 

5-4.2 Summarize the stock market crash of 1929 and the Great Depression, including economic weakness, unemployment, failed banks and businesses, and migration from rural areas. 

Poetry: “Seven-Cent Cotton and Forty-Cent Meat”
           and “Depression”

Poetry Introduction:  Over the next two days we will be reading two poems about the Great Depression.  Each is told from a different point of view. 
(It will be important for students to have individual copies of the poem “Seven-Cent Cotton and Forty-Cent Meat”.)
Day 1 Questions: 
	Interactive Read Aloud Questions
	Correlation to Standard
	Testing as a Genre Item 

	When information surrounds a poem it is important to read it before the poem to better understand the thoughts of the poet. 
Teacher then reads title and the preface to the poem.  

What information from Social Studies might help us gain a better understanding of the poem?
	
	Which word best describes the tone of the first three stanzas in the poem “Seven-Cent and Forty-Cent Meat”?
a. optimistic 

b. encouraged

c.  hopeful

d. discouraged

Test Strategy:

Do not choose a word just because it is an unknown or sophisticated word. “optimistic”  The answer must always match what the test maker has asked.

	I will read the entire poem one time while you listen.  
I will then read the poem a second time to see which Social Studies information was most helpful.  Discuss at the end of the second read.
	
	

	What word seemed to be important to the poet?

Discuss

Based on what we know about the Depression, which words go along with what we already know?  

Turn and Talk
	
	

	The poet repeats the line “Seven-Cent Cotton and Forty-Cent Meat” five times in this poem.  
What is the purpose in him repeating this line multiple times?  
Discuss

What does he want us to think about?
Turn and Talk
	5-1.9  Understand the characteristics of poetry (including stanza, rhyme scheme, repetition, and refrain).


	

	What might have caused the poet to call attention to something new in the first line of stanza two?
	5-1.5 Interpret the effect of the author’s craft (for example, tone, figurative language, dialogue, and imagery) on the meaning of the text.
	

	Reread the second sentence in the preface “Only when President…” 
In the last stanza how does the poet show that things are getting better?  
Turn and Talk

As we read orally should this stanza sound different from the rest of the poem?

Discuss
	5-1.5  Interpret the effect of the author’s craft (for example, tone, figurative language, dialogue, and imagery) on the meaning of literary text.


	


Day 2 Questions: 

	Interactive Read Aloud Questions
	Correlation to Standard
	Testing as a Genre Item 

	Teacher reads title and the preface to the poem “Depression”.

I will read the entire poem one time while you listen.  As I read the poem again listen for any differences between Glaser’s life in the poem “Depression” and the Anonymous poet’s description of life in the poem “Seven-Cent Cotton and Forty-Cent Meat”.

Turn and Talk
	
	Read the dictionary entry.


[image: image1]
Which definition of the word crown is used in the poem “Seven-Cent Cotton and Forty-Cent Meat”? 
“Old slouch hat with a hole in the crown,”

a. definition 1
b. definition 2

c. definition 3

d. definition 4

Test Strategy:  Some questions the test makers ask will take a lot of time to answer.  Be patient and read through all possible choices.

	Do you see places in this poem where our voice tone may need to change when being read orally?

Turn and Talk
	5-1.5  Interpret the effect of the author’s craft (for example, tone, figurative language, dialogue, and imagery) on the meaning of literary text.
	

	As you think about both poems did you learn anything that helped you understand the lives of the different groups of people during the Depression?

Turn and Talk
	5-1.1 Analyze literary texts to draw conclusions and make inferences.
	

	These poems offer several opportunities for oral reading on the second day.  

1.  Some students read and others act out parts.

Example – “Back nearly broken and fingers all sore.”

2.  Students decide how the poem will be read by assigning sections.
	5-1.7 Create responses to literary texts through a variety of methods (for example, writing, creative dramatics, and the visual and performing arts).
	


Crown: 1. n. head gear worn by a king.  “The king’s crown was made of gold.”  2. n. the part of a hat covering the top of the head.  “The cowboy hat had a high crown.”  3. v. a move made in a game of checkers. “The boy said ‘crown me’ as he reached the other side of the board.”  4. n. the part of the tooth covered by enamel.  “The dentist put a new crown on the tooth.”








