Interactive Read Aloud Sample

Book: Heroes by Ken Mochizuki
Interactive Read Alouds are about enjoying the text, higher order thinking, comprehension, and language development. When planning an IRA, select stopping points that will facilitate these areas and then choose an additional couple of open-ended questions that are targeted to a specific standard/indicator. 

We have selected the book Heroes as an illustration of how any quality picture book can be used to teach and/or introduce multiple comprehension strategies. Below you will see a menu of questions that would address any of the indicators on the continuum. As you can see from the sample of IRA questions, this book could be used at any time during the nine weeks for the indicator of your choice

The Testing as a Genre item is a way that you can embed into your IRA time some test prep information in an IRA setting. The TAG items should be a quick nugget of testing information and not be a laborious pencil/paper task. The TAG item should be written or projected so the students can see the testing language. The focus is not only a snippet of testing item knowledge but more importantly a window into understanding the process or strategy for understanding “testing strategies.” This occurs after the reading of the book and would be just one question per day or per book. 
· Example: 

After the read aloud: Boys and girls while we were reading this book, we were enjoying the story and talking about what we were reading. This is what real readers do. But sometimes we have to take tests, and test makers may ask us questions like this:……..
Day 1 Questions: (Remember when planning the read aloud that certain questions are more appropriate on day one when the story is new to the student) 
	Interactive Read Aloud Questions
	Correlation to Standard
	Testing as a Genre Item 

	Page 2 – 
Listen as I read these next two pages see if you can tell by the characters words what the characters in this story are like?
After reading page 3 

So what are you thinking? What character words made you think that?
	3-1.5 Analyze the relationship among characters, setting, and plot in a give literary text. 
	Select the best statement that shows dad is considerate

a. That’s only in the movies

b. You kids should be playing something else

c. Come on kids

d. We’ll pick you up at school tomorrow

Testing terms: select/best
Testing Tip: Many times all of the answer choices are lines that came straight from the text. 

	Page 4 – 

After reading “You kids should be playing something else besides war” What do you think this dad is like? Is he a dad you think you would like and why? 
	3-1.5 Analyze the relationship among characters, setting, and plot in a given literary text.
	

	After reading the page that starts, “Pow, we got you now, Donnie!” 

Why do you think the writer and illustrator set up the scene this way?  Donnie was out of the woods and then back in again?
	
	

	After reading  “I looked up at my dad. I almost yanked the pockets…..Can’t we be heroes too? ”

The author has a choice here - Why might the author have dad give in or  not give in – Talk about both choices. 
**Read the rest of that page:

Well so is the author leading us one way or the other – what are you thinking?  What in the text makes you think that? 
	3-1.2 Analyze a given literary text to make, revise, and confirm predictions and draw conclusions.


	What would most likely happen on the playground tomorrow?  (3.1.2)

a. Donnie will be the enemy when they play war

b. The children will not play with Donnie

c. Dad and Donnie will play football together 

d. The group will see Donnie as a friend. 



	
	
	


Day 2 of the book – It is best to read the whole book on the 2nd day, but if time doesn’t permit you can summarize parts and read the pages where you are choosing to ask questions. 

Start with the reading of the author’s notes at the front of the book 
	Interactive Read Aloud Questions
	Correlation to Standard
	Testing as a Genre Item 

	After reading the notes in the front.

How do these notes help you understand Dad and Uncle Ush? 
	
	

	Look at the end pages. Do you think the illustrator made a good choice for the end pages, why or why not? 
	
	

	Read the page that shows him in the woods.  

Here Donnie is alone and at first he is scared, how does this effect his actions? 


	3-1.5 Analyze the relationship among characters, setting, and plot in a give literary text.
	

	Read the page that shows his dad and uncle in uniform. 

What did the writer do to stretch out this moment and why did he choose to do it right here?
	3-1.6 Analyze the effect of the author's craft (for example word choice and sentence structure) on the meaning of a given literary text.      

	

	
	3-1.8 Classify works of fiction including fables, tall tales, and folk tales and works of non-fiction including biographies by characteristics. 


	Which of the following helps the reading distinguish that the passage is historical fiction? 

a. Donnie goes to school each morning
b. Dad had a gas station

c. The kids played in the woods.

d. Dad was a Japanese American who served as a soldier in WWII 




