Fact and Opinion
· What is a fact? What is an opinion? Have a student come to the front of the room and say a fact about the child and an opinion.

· Have students come up with facts and opinions about other students.

· Help students generate general facts and opinions on a “t” chart. (Reality Checks, Stead, pgs. 124, 133)
· Look at 2 short persuasive informational texts about the same topic (perhaps written by you and a colleague) and make a fact and opinion chart for each text to compare and see which one has more facts. (Reality Checks, Stead, pg. 134 Figure 8.2)
· For the text with the least facts, have children do research to find supportive evidence and revise the text. The research should include looking at other texts 

about that topic, asking “experts,” or searching the internet.

· Repeat this process with other persuasive informational texts about “kid friendly” topics (also written by yourself) (Reality Checks, Stead, pgs. 136-137)
Evaluating Fact and Opinion
· Using the same persuasive texts for sorting facts and opinions, teach children to understand that authors use powerful tools to convince their readers.

· Ask students to tell or write their stance to an argument. 

· In kindergarten, teach children that there are 2 sides to an argument and their opinions are not necessarily right or wrong.

· Allow students to change their thinking as they get new facts. You can track their change in thinking by having students sit in groups with like opinions. Always ask students why they changed their minds. (Reality Checks, Stead, pg. 140)
· Key Understandings to Develop with evaluating fact and opinion (Reality Checks, Stead, pg. 141)
