Tony Stead – Summer 2009


RETELL LESSON
Story Retell First Grade
Materials:  

· interactive read aloud that has been read at least once before (needs to be simple story, example: ________________)

· white paper (copy paper)

· pencils

Steps:

1. Reread the text to the students.

2. Group the children into small groups of 3 or 4.

3. Have the children talk with each other about something that happened in the story.

4. Have each group write one thing that happened in the story (does not need to be a complete sentence) on their white paper.

5. Then each group shares their ideas with the class.

6. As a group shares their idea they have to send someone to the front with the paper to stand.

7. As each one comes to the front they will decide where they need to stand based on the other children who are currently standing in the front.  (If a child does not know where to stand then the class helps the child decide.)

8. When all the groups have shared then say, “What’s our story so far?” and the children retell the story based on what is represented at the front of the room on the papers.

9. Then have the groups turn back together and write another detail from the story.

10. Then the children turn back to whole class and each group will share another detail that they remember and one person will bring it up front and they will move to the correct sequence for the story.  (If a child has trouble finding the correct sequence then this is the perfect opportunity to teach the children how to go back into the text to find out where it happened and where the student will stand.)

11. When all the groups have shared then say, “What’s our story so far?” and the children retell the story based on what is represented at the front of the room on the papers.

12. Once you have a sequenced retell of the story, you can write page number on the bottom corner of each page and allow the children to illustrate their ideas, then make a book to put in a retell literacy workstation for the children to use when retelling the story.
Variation: 

· After a read-aloud ask students to turn and talk about something they liked or something that happened.

· Call on a student and have them answer and write it (teacher writes) on a piece of paper.

· Repeat this with a another student – asking did this happen before or after the event of student #1. 
· Have the class say, “what’s our story so far?” (The students restate what is on the cards the students are holding. ) 
· Ask another student to share and come up to the front. Ask that student, “Where are you going to stand?”

· Have the class say, “what’s our story so far?” All students repeat the words on the cards students are holding. 
· Now have everyone write something on a paper. 

· Call on one student at a time and …

· Have the class say, “what’s our story so far?”

· Revisit the book if they are not sure where to stand in the front.

· Students can draw pictures to match the cards and number them and this becomes a book or activity for a retelling center.

(You can make these cards ahead of time.)

