TFU Chart (true, false, unsure)

· Choose a topic from your science or social studies content. Then select a passage or short text about that topic.

· Make a list of “facts” from both the text and solely from visual sources as well. Be sure that some of the statements are true and some of these are false.

· Start by asking the kids, “What do you think you know about ______?”

· Then show students the statements and have them mark them as true, false, or unsure.

· Remind the students as they are marking their answers that if they stay on a question for more than 20 seconds to mark unsure.

· Then start reading the text to the students. Stop as you are reading the facts and allow students to share if they have confirmed their thinking, they have changed their mind about an answer and why, and if they were unsure about a statement and now they are sure. (This allows students to feel ok about being wrong!)

· By making a list of important details as you are reading, the students will be “zoned-in” to those.

An adaption to this activity for kindergarten would be to place facts on chart paper ahead of time and have children quickly answer with thumbs up, thumbs down, or thumbs in the middle.

You could also write a fact as a survey question and have students sign-in under true, false, or unsure.

An extension of this activity is to give small groups of students an article and have them to highlight 6 important details and use these to create their own TFU chart for the class.

