Interactive Read Aloud Sample

4th Nine Weeks  -  1st Row 

4-6.1  Clarify and refine a research topic.
4-2.7  Use functional text features (including table of contents, glossaries, indexes, and appendixes) as sources of information.
SS – 

4-5.7 Explain how specific legislation and events affected the institution of slavery in the territories, including the Northwest Ordinance of 1787, the Missouri Compromise, the annexation of Texas, the Compromise of 1850, the Kansas-Nebraska Act, and the Dred Scott decision.

4-6.1 Compare the industrial North and the agricultural South prior to the Civil War, including the specific nature of the economy of each region, the geographic characteristics and boundaries of each region, and the basic way of life in each region.

4-6.2 Summarize the roles and accomplishments of the leaders of the abolitionist movement and the Underground Railroad before and during Civil War, including those of Harriet Tubman, John Brown, Frederick Douglass, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Sojourner Truth, and William Lloyd Garrison.

Book:  Moses  
by:  Carol Boston Weatherford

Book Introduction:  Our book today, Moses, is an account of Harriet Tubman’s escape from slavery to freedom and her work to help others make the same journey on the Underground Railroad.  The author has written this book in an interesting way.  The only dialogue she uses is inner dialogue.  Harriet was a very religious person and we hear her inner conversation with God as she travels.

Day 1 Questions: 
	Interactive Read Aloud Questions
	Correlation to Standard
	Testing as a Genre Item 

	It is night on the plantation and Harriet is gathering her strength to leave the following night.  
Listen as I read the first three pages.  
Read “On a summer night…”  to the end of  “At dusk, Harriett…”  
What details does the author include to let us know it took a huge amount of courage to escape to freedom?
Turn and Talk

Why did the author choose to give us this information rather than just starting with “Harriet slips into the night”?
	4-1.1 Analyze the details that support the expression of the main idea in a given literary text.
4-1.6 Interpret the effect of the author’s craft (for example, word choice, sentence structure, the use of figurative language, and the use of dialogue) on the meaning of literary text.

	Which research question would lead us to the most information on Harriet Tubman as a conductor on the Underground Railroad?

a. Why did Harriet Tubman hide in a potato hole?

b. How many slaves was Harriet Tubman able to free?

c. What were the difficulties Harriet encountered on her nineteen trips back to the south?
d. Was Harriet ever a conductor on an actual railroad train?

Test Strategy:  On most questions, one answer choice may give some information (Choice B), but does not yield the most information.  So the big strategy is - You must read all answer choices when selecting your answer to most questions. 

4-6.1  Clarify and refine a research topic.



	Read “Running through the swamp…” to the end of “In a dust cloud…” 
As best we know from this text this woman does not know where she is going or what she is going to find.  
At what place do you believe it took the most trust to continue on?  Provide reasons for your answer.  Turn and Talk 
Let me reread two sentences that may help our discussion as we learn more about Harriet’s journey and accomplishments. “In a dust cloud, she sees the broom become a staff, then a rifle.  Harriet startles but holds on.”
	4-2.2 Analyze informational text to draw conclusions and make inferences.
	

	As I read the next five pages look carefully at each illustration to determine which illustration best helps you think about how difficult and dangerous the journey to freedom was for any slave who escaped.  
Read “At nightfall, Harriett…” to the end of “Up ahead she hears…”  
Which illustration helped you gain the most information about the difficulty and dangers of the journey?

Turn and Talk
	4-2.6 Use graphic features (including illustrations, graphs, charts, maps, diagrams, and graphic organizers) as sources of information.
	


Day 2 Questions: 

	Interactive Read Aloud Questions
	Correlation to Standard
	Testing as a Genre Item 

	Open book to page “Up ahead, she hears…” 
When we left Harriet yesterday she was tired and feeling completely alone.  
If you could go down into that potato hole and sit beside her what would you say / what would you do?
	4-2.2 Analyze informational texts to draw conclusions and make inferences.
	

	Listen as I read the next two pages for words or phrases that changes the tone.  
Remember, Harriet is currently crouching in a potato hole feeling she is buried alive.

Read “After seven days, Harriet…” to the end of “When Harriet is about to drop…” 
What words and phrases does the author use to change the tone?  

(Example:  Harriett rises from that hole like a sapling, reaching for the sun, now she is marching on, holding God’s hand, sun shines gold in the trees, studies herself to see if she has wings, etc.)  Discuss 
Why might the author have chosen to use so many bright images on two short pages?
	4-1.6 Interpret the effect of the author’s craft (for example, word choice, sentence structure, the use of figurative language, and the use of dialogue) on the meaning of literary texts.
	In an informational text titled Slavery in the South, which section would not tell you if Harriet Tubman is included?

a. Index

b. Title Page

c. Table of Contents

d. Section titled “Famous Conductors of the Underground Railroad”

Test Strategy:  Sometime the question itself gives necessary information.  Having the title given in the question makes B the obvious answer. (Using the strategy of finding three correct choices and picking the leftover choice also works.)
4-2.7  Use functional text features (including table of contents, glossaries, indexes, and appendixes) as sources of information.

	Now that we are growing up as readers we’ll find more and more stories do not have an immediate happy ending.  
Listen as I read to the end of the book and think about what is like for Harriet to be on “free soil”.
Read from “Freedom brings…” to the end of  “Well done, Moses…”  
What do you think Harriet was thinking or feeling as she walked on the “free soil”?

Discuss
	4-1.2 Analyze literary texts to draw conclusions and make inferences.
	

	Does the way Harriet lived her life have anything to say to us about the way we handle our own challenges?  
Turn and Talk

Could it say anything to our leaders about the way they handle current challenges in the world?  Provide examples in your discussion.
	4-1.2 Analyze literary texts to draw conclusions and make inferences.
4-1.7 Create responses to literary texts through a variety of methods (for example, writing, creative dramatics, and the visual and performing arts).
	


Day 3 Questions: 

	Interactive Read Aloud Questions
	Correlation to Standard
	Testing as a Genre Item 

	Before we read any new information today I would like for us to discuss one more thing I am wondering.  
Was the journey equally as difficult for these slaves as Harriet’s journey had been for her?

Discuss all possible answers (yes it was / no it was not / both were equally difficult).

Turn and Talk 
	4-1.2 Analyze literary texts to draw conclusions and make inferences.

	Read the sentence from the passage.

“Have You deserted me, Lord?”

Based on the passage, what does the word deserted mean?

a. to leave someone or something completely alone, abandon

b. to provide something sweet and dessert-like

c. to feel hot, as if you were in the desert

d. to always be in close contact with a person
Test Strategy:  Locate the sentence within the passage and think about what is happening at that point to see which of answer choices match the events and tones occurring at that time.

4-3.1 Generate the meaning of unfamiliar and multiple-meaning words by using context clues (for example, those that provide an example or a definition).

	Teacher will reread the sentences from a day 1 passage “In a dust cloud, she sees the broom become a staff, then a rifle.  Harriet startles but holds on.”  
What does this mean to you?  
Turn and Talk 
(If no child mentions ‘holding on’ reread sentence two and ask the children what this might mean.)
	4-1.6 Interpret the effect of the author’s craft (for example, word choice, sentence structure, the use of figurative language, and the use of dialogue) on the meaning of literary texts.
	

	Use Author’s Note at your discretion.
	4-2.7 Use functional text features (including tables of contents, glossaries, indexes, and appendixes) as sources of information.
	








