Inference

Facts and Inferences with Poetry- Read an informational text and complete the poem using facts from what you read and inferences. 

 George's Teeth 

Throughout most of George Washington's life he had problems of continuing deterioration of his teeth.  This caused him a lot of pain, and none of the dentists he went to knew what to do besides take them out. Slowly but surely all of Washington's teeth were extracted. In 1772 Dr. Baker of Philadelphia extracted several. Finally, George had to have false teeth made.  They were made out of hippopotamus ivory and cow's tooth, carved by hand, and held in his mouth with metal springs. These false teeth were a little large for his mouth, creating a peculiar expression, which is exhibited in many of his portraits. Today, the teeth can be viewed at the University of Maryland's National Museum of Dentistry. 

Below is the poem frame and an example from the text above follows the frame. 
I am 


  









I wonder

I hear

I see

I want

I am 

I pretend

I feel

I touch 

I worry

I cry

I am

I understand

I say 

I dream

 I try to

I hope

I am 

I am toothless now it seems.

I wonder how I will eat corn on the cob.

I hear that hippopotamus ivory makes good teeth.

I see that dentists are using it to make false teeth. 

I want a pair for myself. 

I am toothless now it seems. 

I pretend that it doesn’t bother me. 

I feel embarrassed that it does. 

I touch the places where my teeth used to be. 

I worry that people will think I am weak. 

I cry when no one is looking because it is painful. 

I am toothless now it seems. 

I understand that one day my pain will be over. 

I say that I will hang in there until then. 

I dream of a nice pair of teeth that don’t hurt. 

 I try to smile. 

I hope for freedom from pain. 

I am toothless now it seems. 

