Interactive Read Aloud 

3rd Nine Weeks  - 3rd  Row

2-1.2  Analyze a given literary text to make, revise, and confirm predictions.
2-2.2  Analyze informational texts to draw conclusions and make inferences during classroom discussions.
* We realize this is a folktale, but wanted to highlight the skill of inferring.

SS
2-1.4 Recall stories and songs about regional folk figures who have contributed to the development of the cultural history of the United States including Pecos Bill, Brer Rabbit, Paul Bunyan, Davy Crockett, and John Henry.

Book:  John Henry   by:  Julius Lester
Book Introduction:  Some folktales were created in regions of America where real people did real work.  The tales had these workers doing impossible things.  The folktale we will read today started in West Virginia where many ex-slaves helped build tunnels for railroads to go through the mountains.  Because this work was so hard and took so long, tales began to spring up about one worker who could this work with super human speed.  That fictional folktale worker was named John Henry.
Day 1 Questions: 
	Interactive Read Aloud Questions
	Correlation to Standard
	Testing as a Genre Item 

	Folktales often begin by showing impossible things that happen when the hero was a baby.  
Listen as I read the next three pages to see if this true of the tale of John Henry.  
Read “You have probably…” to the end of  “The next morning…”  

Turn and Talk
	2-1.8 Classify works of fiction and works of nonfiction by characteristics.

	Which of the following statements does not help us reach the conclusion that Ferret-Faced Freddy was a bad person?
a.  Ferret-Faced Freddy was the meanest man in the state.

b.  Everybody saw Ferret-Faced Freddy riding his white horse.

c.  Ferret Faced Freddy laughed an evil laugh.

d.  Ferret-Faced Freddy was thinking of horrible things to do.

Test Strategy:  When you see the word not in a question it means you will need to slow down to get the answer.  First find the three that are true.  The left-over choice will be your answer.  (Children tend to not know they must take longer certain types of questions.)
*2-2.8  Analyze informational texts to draw conclusions and make inferences during classroom discussions.



	Read “The next day…” to the end of “Didn’t nobody see John...”  
What character traits do you see in John Henry?  
Discuss (Help students get to the idea – John Henry is competitive and enjoys a contest) (Chart)
	2-1.5  Analyze a narrative text to identify characters, setting, and plot.
	

	Read “John Henry decided it was time…” to “John Henry smiled to himself.  Whatever you say.”  

on “John Henry offered to lend…” 
John Henry smiles to himself when the workers turn down his offer to help with the boulder.  Why do you think the men turned down John Henry’s offer?  
What might John Henry have been thinking when he smiled at the workers and said “whatever you say”?
	*2-2.8  Analyze informational texts to draw conclusions and make inferences during classroom discussions.

2-1.2  Analyze a given literary text to make, revise, and confirm predictions.


	

	Continue reading “The work crew planted…” to the end of “The crew didn’t know…”  
My goodness he certainly is hammering hard and fast.  
How might that ring sound?  (Having the sound in their head when allow students to make the sound as the hammer rings through out the remainder of the text.)  
	2-1.4  Find examples of devices of figurative language and sound devices (…Onomatopoeia…).


	

	Continue reading  “Chips and dust were flying…”  to the end of  “John Henry sang and hammered…”  
Wouldn’t it be wonderful to have a rainbow that came right around you?  (Want students to notice rainbow because it is a symbol throughout the remainder of the story.)  
Have we learned anything else about John Henry that we could add to our chart?  Refer back to Character Trait Chart 
	2-1.5  Analyze a narrative text to identify characters, setting, and plot.
	

	Tomorrow John Henry is going to meet the biggest challenge in his life.  Show students the next page - illustration.
	2-1.2  Analyze a given literary text to make, revise, and confirm predictions.


	


Day 2 Questions: 

	Interactive Read Aloud Questions
	Correlation to Standard
	Testing as a Genre Item 

	Read “John Henry went on…” 
Turn the page to show students the illustration of the steam drill.  
My! This steam drill seems so huge and powerful.  
(Turn back to previous page.)  Talk about the winner both ways.  Why might the writer have John Henry win the contest / why might he have the steam drill win?  
Give reasons to support your prediction. 
Turn and Talk 
As you discuss help students notice that John Henry is entering his 3rd contest.  Each contest shows how strong John Henry really was.  
The author started out with John Henry against man, then nature, and now machine. 
	2-1.2  Analyze a given literary text to make, revise, and confirm predictions.


	

	Read “The next morning all was still…” then turn to double page illustration- no words- to discuss.  
My there’s John Henry with just a few people and animals watching and there’s the steam engine surrounded by its crew and some more people.  
Does anyone feel they need to revise their prediction from yesterday?
	2-1.2  Analyze a given literary text to make, revise, and confirm predictions.


	

	Read “On the other side…” to “The rainbow slid off the mountain and around his shoulders.” On page “Folks were cheering…” 
Celebrate the fact he won.  
Whose prediction has now been confirmed?  
Discuss what the writer did to make us think he might or might not win.  Then, I am noticing the rainbow showed up a lot I wonder what that means.  What you are thinking?  Discuss
	2-1.2  Analyze a given literary text to make, revise, and confirm predictions.


	

	I wish our story had ended right here, but there is more.  
Continue reading “John Henry’s eyes closed…”  to the end of  “Some say he was buried…” 
(Pause and take comments about his death as they occur.)  
Do you think the ring at the end of the story sounds the same as the ring we sang earlier?  
What do you think the author meant when the rainbow said “What matters is how well you do your living.”  
Turn and Talk 
	2-1.6  Explain the effect of the author’s craft on the meaning of a given literary text.
	








