3rd Grade Reading and Writing Poetry Unit
3 week unit of reading and writing in the genre of Poetry
Step 1: Collecting and Thinking About Author’s Craft 
Collect a packet of poems for students that will immerse them in reading and writing poetry. The packet should include a collection of about 10-12 poems with the following craft elements:

· Repetition

· Metaphor  

· Simile

· Personification

· Rhythm/rhyme scheme
· Alliteration

· Line breaks

· Stanza / no stanza

· Strong topics ( ex: divorce or death) 

· Making poems concrete (matching meaning)

· Onomatopeia

· Hyperbole

Some Sources for poetry to include- 

· Langston Hughes’ April Rain Song / Mother to a Son
· Valerie Worth’s Book of Small Poems, Safety Pin & Asparagus for metaphor and simile 
· Douglas Florian’s concrete poems

· Gwendolyn Brooks Cynthia in the Snow for alliteration
· Nikki Grimes

· Eloise Greenfield’s Honey I Love Train, for rhythm (Don’t use poems in this collection with complex rhythm) 
· Seeing the Blue Between compiled by Paul B. Janeczko- Read from this book each day to share a poet’s tips

Ex’s: p. 29 concrete poem, p 89 narrative

After sharing poem in their packet, discuss what does the poet do? Why? 
Begin to create an ongoing craft chart that students can use as a resource for choosing an element they would like to try. 
	What I Notice
(put actual ex. here)

Snow, slick, snap

And I love the rain…and I love the rain
	Why Poet Did It
To show what’s most important
	What I Call It
Alliteration
Repetition, repeating lines


Lead students to purposefully use elements of poetry that they notice in crafting their own poems. Encourage students to look at and try a couple of different ways to write their poems.
 Emphasize to the students that they need to decide on reason(s) for using a craft element in their poetry.  What are they trying to say/communicate by using this element?
· Authors use repetition when they really want to emphasize something. 
· Authors use elements of figurative language in poetry such as simile, metaphor, personification, onomatopoeia, alliteration, and hyperbole. (This will be several days of mini-lessons.) 
· Authors use vivid imagery to cause the reader to create pictures in their minds.

· Authors use unique word choice because this makes the meaning powerful.

· Authors use conventions differently. (There may not be capital letters or punctuation.)

· Authors sometimes create concrete poems to express their thoughts
Step 2: How Do Poets Get Ideas?
Use Georgia Heard Awakening the Heart as a reference. Introduce students to the different “doors” of poetry. Teach one door a day and try it out as a poet. Then follow with a lot of lessons around the craft technique. 

Part 3: Revision
Reimagining a poem in a different way. This will involve taking poems they have written and writing them in a different way, experimenting with some of the craft elements. 

Need to think about how poems will be published. Does the student want to think of an overall idea for his/her poems and collect them in an anthology? The students may choose to create a poetry anthology by focusing on poems centered on a theme such as family.  Their anthology might include their poems, published poems that they like, and their friends poems that they have written about family. Poet Nikki Grimes writes original poetry and then collects poetry from other poets about the same topic to include in her anthology. One of her collections is about Losing Things. 
Could also choose to add watercolor illustrations or another type of art to add to poems. 

Very important part of a successful poetry unit of study is that you, as the teacher, writes poetry as well. Before you teach a minilesson, try it out yourself. This will strengthen your teaching. 
Example poem by Jenn:
To show one of the doors (Think of something not alive and compare it to something alive.) 

The subway train

Like a snake:
Slithering

Slimy

Underground

Its doors open and close like mouths

Devouring passengers whole.

Its eyes

Headlights

Guiding the way

Through the tunnels. 
