Curriculum Guide
Grades 2-5

As you look through the guide, please remember that this is a first draft and will be revised throughout the year. We hope that everyone will provide comments and suggestions about ways to improve this document. You will find a link in each grade level area on the web page that will be an avenue for your comments.  The goal of this map is to provide continuity between schools and to integrate the curriculum across content areas. Unfortunately, it was impossible to tailor the map to match everyone’s pace or format for Science and Social Studies.  This guide was developed with the assumption that everyone will teach Science and Social Studies each week.  
Overview

· The guide is divided by nine week intervals

· Within each nine weeks you will see three pages – each one representing about three weeks of instruction.

· The primary emphasis in each row is outlined under the literary and informational indicator columns.

· Within the informational column, Science and or Social Studies standards are also listed to facilitate an integrated curriculum.
· Complementary Indicators are not the primary focus of the instruction during the given time period. However, these should be easy to integrate into the planned lessons. 

· The MAP column represents some of the highlights of DesCartes in the mean range for the given grade level. This should serve only as a guide for whole class lessons.  Closer analysis of individual student scores and ranges will provide greater specificity of your instructional focus.

· The revised Bloom’s Taxonomy was heavily utilized in the selection and development of our state standards. An in-depth knowledge of the meaning of the verb in the standard and/or indicator is critical to designing lessons that will lead to student mastery. 

· An additional column is provided to highlight some of the ways that teachers can teach each indicator. In many cases the recommendations are listed in an order of most to least support. 

· Lesson recommendations that have a smiley face bullet  ( to the left have a direct link to either video or document support. The electronic link of this document can be found on the district web page and can only be accessed if you login to the district home page. Although these are just suggestions, read through the examples to determine the level of rigor of instruction.  Many times an indicator appears more than once in the curriculum map. The instruction/learning will expand during subsequent times of instruction of this indicator. 
· Poetry connections are also listed in the guide and will continue to be updated as appropriate selections are found. Using poetry selections as an additional genre to teach the literary and/or complementary indicators is suggested.
· Most rows/pages in the guide will list at least two interactive read aloud texts. These texts are typically selected because they will support the social studies standards in the given row, as well as the primary indicators. 

· Links to a sample read aloud for selected books can be accessed in the online document. 

· Within the sample read alouds, you will also see a “testing as a genre” item that can be used after the read aloud. The most effective way to use the item is to enlarge or display the testing item and teach the strategy for selecting an appropriate answer. The testing item is not the purpose of the read aloud, but is a complementary piece to expose students to the process of  “thinking like a test taker.” 

· The final row in the document provides some sample questions from our state testing items and from other state released tests. 
