Reconstruction and Deconstruction (Reality Checks, Stead, pgs. 35-46, 216-217)

(First and Second Grade should only do the first two steps with easy texts.)

1. Think Aloud- show students with a small passage. This should take 2-3 weeks.
· Read a page or short section of a page.
· Model looking for key words (nouns and verbs) and highlight them in the text.
· Model placing these words on the organizer for deconstruction.
· Reconstruct by saying the info on the chart in sentences. “Let me tell you about…”
· Repeat these steps over and over with different texts.
2. Do one together.

· Use text from an interactive read aloud or shared reading and ask the students to find the important words. ( nouns and verbs)

· If kids give too many words, make a list of all of them and then ask kids to narrow the list down to a certain number, like 10 or 12 words. They can help you go through and narrow it down by marking words with 3 colors (duh, ok, and wow)

· If kids don’t give enough words then they will not be able to reconstruct it.
3. Have students practice in pairs.

· It is important to re-read to be able to deconstruct. To help ensure that students will be able to re-read, tell them that you will take away the passage later.

· When reconstructing, students are using their own words and voice. Each child says their reconstruction individually.

4. Have children practice individually

