Example of Visual Literacy/Inference with Maps (Reality Checks, Stead, pg. 150)

This example would take approximately 2 weeks in the classroom.
Session 1: Look at this map of the United States. Think of as many facts as you can. Ask what they came up with and then chart them on the board under these categories: directional, landform, borders, sizes, shapes, names, and quantities.

Ex: 
	Directional
	Landform
	Borders
	Sizes
	Shapes
	Names
	Quantities

	Texas is south of Oklahoma.
	____is a peninsula.
	Colorado borders 6 states.
	Texas is bigger than____
	LA is shaped like a boot.
	5 states start with __.
	There are more states in the east than the west.


Session 2: Have students try and come up with one fact for each category. Share out loud one fact from each category.
Session 3: Then list their facts under facts we can see and prove.
Session 4: Partners pick a state and come up with one or more questions from each category.

Session 5: Take each fact and write inferences for each one. Share with the group one fact and one inference.

Ex:  Fact-Louisiana borders the Gulf of Mexico. Inferences- People like to vacation on the gulf. People like to eat seafood. There is lots of fishing.

Session 6: Go through each inference from the fact you shared and rate them as a 1, 2, 3, 4 (see rating inferences in notes for more information)

Session 7: All of the ratings that are a 1 or 2 amend them to be a 3 or 4. 

Session 8: In a whole group session, chart facts and inferences

	Facts
	Inferences
	Strong/Almost Certain

	
	
	(inferences rated a 3 or 4)


Ex: 
Session 9:  Have students work in pairs to fill out the same chart as shown above with their own state.
